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There have been plans made before
for health services in the West of
Glasgow. They have focused on
transferring the Western Infirmary and
its services to Gartnavel to end the
unsatisfactory arrangements in which
care for many patients was split
across both the Western Infirmary and
Gartnavel sites. Too often patients
have been shuttled by ambulance
between the two hospitals at
particularly difficult times in their
treatment. Another aim has been to
modernise the facilities at the Beatson
Oncology Centre (the West of
Scotland Cancer Centre).

These proposals have now been re-
examined by the North Glasgow Trust
as part of the wider plan to modernise
Glasgow’s hospitals. Other elements
of this plan include:
• the modernisation of the Southside

hospital service;
• ensuring Stobhill Hospital’s future

around its modern Ambulatory Care
Centre; and

• using the modern developments
already underway at Glasgow 
Royal Infirmary.

The plan recognises that money for
capital investment is not available in
unlimited supply. This means that we
have to make best use of existing
modern facilities until we can
complete the full Glasgow plan over a
ten to twelve year period.

New Plan
Gartnavel General Hospital would be
the in-patient centre for West Glasgow
for General Medicine and General
Surgery as well as for a range of other
specialties. The hospital will also have
a service for people to go to when
they have minor injuries. It will
continue to deal with medical and
surgical emergencies and will provide
a full range of out-patient clinics and
day surgery.

The Western Infirmary will provide an
in-patient and out-patient centre for
the Beatson Oncology Centre and a
single cardiothoracic service (heart
and chest surgery) for the West of
Scotland as a way of strengthening
those services as early as possible.
These services will also move to
Gartnavel later as a further part of
implementing the plan to modernise
Glasgow’s hospitals.
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Gartnavel General Hospital
Moving services from the Western
Infirmary to Gartnavel will improve
accessibility for a much wider
population. People living in Clydebank,
Drumchapel, Knightswood, Scotstoun,
Yoker and surrounding areas will be
much closer to hospital services for
General Surgery and General
Medicine. They will also have for the
first time a service for minor injuries
closer at hand. This will be like the
Casualty Department which has
operated at Stobhill for years and is
very well regarded by its local
population.

People in the Hillhead and Partick
areas who are closer to the present
Western Infirmary will have the choice
of going either to Gartnavel or through
the Clyde Tunnel to the Southern
General.

This plan requires capital investment
to improve emergency receiving and
ambulatory care facilities at Gartnavel.
We aim to have these facilities in
place by 2004/05 at the latest.

This will build on a heavy programme
of investment which has already taken
place at Gartnavel in recent years.
• The Brownlee Centre which opened

in June 1998 allowed infectious
diseases to move from outdated and
isolated facilities at Ruchill Hospital.

• The new Homoeopathic Hospital
enabled a transfer from the old
building on Great Western Road.

• A new ophthalmology department
was created which consolidated on
one site specialist eye services
previously spread over three
different sites.

• Work has begun on a new 
£7.7 million out-patient radiotherapy
unit which will allow some
radiotherapy services to start
transferring from the Western
Infirmary site.

• Most recently work has also begun
on the new Scottish National Blood
Transfusion Service facility being
located at Gartnavel.
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Western Infirmary Site
The specialist cancer and
cardiothoracic units created at the
Western Infirmary site will be housed
in the modern facilities of the Phase 1
block. The transfer of the other
services to Gartnavel means that other
buildings can be vacated. This will
generally ease the congestion on a
cramped site. 

Capital investment will be required to
provide modern imaging facilities for
both the specialist units. We aim to
achieve this by 2005.

West Glasgow
The effect of these proposals means
that health services throughout the
Board’s area will be working in
partnership with various sites offering
different specialist in-patient services.
They will complement one another.
Not all sites will be trying to do
everything. But all sites will provide
local access to the out-patient, x-ray,
physiotherapy and minor injury

services that add up to the great
majority of most people’s use of
hospital services. (In addition
Gartnavel, Stobhill and the Victoria
Infirmary will be the major providers of
day surgery.)

As a result of these proposed
changes:
• All of the acute hospital services in

West Glasgow, whether at Gartnavel
or the Western Infirmary sites, would
be housed in modern buildings.

• General acute hospital services
including a casualty service, will be
more locally accessible for more
people.

• The specialist regional services for
cancer and cardiothoracic will also
be concentrated on a single site
providing an excellent launching pad
for future developments.

• We will end the present provision of
care involving movement of patients
and staff between the two sites
(Western Infirmary and Gartnavel)
during one hospital stay.
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Comments on this issue or any
other aspect of the proposals to
modernise Glasgow’s hospital
services should be sent by 
June 30th, 2000 to 

John C Hamilton
Head of Corporate Services
Greater Glasgow Health Board
Dalian House
350 St Vincent Street
Glasgow
G3 8YZ

Next Stage
These proposals ensure significant
improvements to the service to
patients in West Glasgow while further
plans are finalised. In particular,
planning will need to continue for the
integration of the Beatson Oncology
Centre and cardiothoracic services on
the larger hospital site at Gartnavel.
The existing programme of expanding
and modernising linear accelerator
capacity at Gartnavel will ensure that
this takes place.

Booklet 18  5/4/00  2:57 pm  Page 5



Booklet 18  5/4/00  2:57 pm  Page 6



Leaflet request form 
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Getting Informed
If you want to read up on any other
issue please complete this leaflet
request form. Tick the box ✓ next to
the leaflets you want, provide your
name and address in the space
provided and send it to the Freepost
address below (no stamp needed). 

Acute Services Review
Greater Glasgow Health Board
FREEPOST (GW 707)
Glasgow  G3 8BR

❑ 1. The Patient’s Experience

❑ 2. Getting It Right For Patients: What It

Means For Organising Services 

❑ 3. Cancer Services: 

Specialisation In Action

❑ 4. Why Specialisation Matters - And

What We Propose To Do To Make Its

Benefits More Available

❑ 5. Creating More Responsive Accident

And Emergency Services

❑ 6. Ambulatory Care: What Is It? 

❑ 7. Minimally Invasive Technologies:

Keyhole Surgery And The Like

❑ 8. The Overall Planning Challenge For

Greater Glasgow - Acute Hospitals

In A Wider Context

❑ 9. Some Recent Background History

❑ 10. Impact Of Regulations On Doctors’

Working Hours

❑ 11. The Number Of Beds We Propose 

To Provide

❑ 12. Regional Services Provided By

Glasgow Hospitals

❑ 13. Why Teaching And 

Research Matters

❑ 14. Staffing Matters

❑ 15. How The Finance Works

❑ 16. Detailed Analysis Of The Options

For South Glasgow

❑ 17. Maternal And Child Health

❑ 18. Better Access For West 

Glasgow Residents

❑ 19. The GRI/Stobhill Partnership

❑ 20. Why Centralise Cardiothoracic

Surgery?

❑ 21. Radiotherapy:  Linear Accelerators

- A Patient’s Guide

Name: ________________________

Address: ______________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Postcode: _____________________

You can also send it by fax on 
0141 201 4426.

Alternatively, you can call us on
Freephone 0800 85 85 85.

✍
✁

Booklet 18  5/4/00  2:57 pm  Page 7



Greater Glasgow Health Board

Dalian House

350 St Vincent Street

Glasgow  G3 8YZ

Tel: 0141 201 4444    Fax: 0141 201 4401

Textphone: 0141 201 4400

Web site: www.show.scot.nhs.uk/gghb

in partnership with 
the NHS Trusts 

in Glasgow
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